Finance Department

Sheffield Teaching Hospitals Trust

The ClockTower

Herries Road

Sheffield

S5 7AU

[or insert name and address of hospital trust or debt collectors]

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: [Client's name]

Invoice for medical treatment Ref:

Charges under the NHS (Charges to Overseas Visitors) Regulations

We are instructed by the above named in relation to this matter and attach an authorisation form.

I refer to the above invoice.  This was levied in respect of medical treatment provided to our client which was assessed by you as liable to charge under the above regulations.

Our client is an asylum seeker who was refused and their appeal rights have been exhausted.

However, they are currently on temporary admission or release.  They have spent a significant period of [state number of months / years – should be over 6 months though this is not hard and fast rule] in the UK.  Notwithstanding the refusal of their application they are currently unwilling to return to their country of origin and are looking at ways of further pursuing their application to be granted permission to stay in the UK.  They intend to stay permanently in the UK and we consider them as being ordinarily resident.

Following the decision in A -v- West Middlesex Hospital Trust, and the later Department of Health Guidance to the Chief Executives of Hospital Trusts, dated 1st May, we believe the bill for health service charges to be unlawful.

We would be grateful if you could withdraw the bill, and confirm both that:

1. recovery action has been cancelled and

2. our client will be eligible for future treatment without charge.

We look forward to hearing from you.

