I write to confirm my advice to you about making an application for a visa for your *[relative] to come to the UK to settle.

Entitlement

You currently have refugee status in the UK and are entitled under the immigration rules to bring the following family members to the UK providing they were part of your family before you left your country to come to the UK to claim asylum:

· your spouse or 

· your civil / unmarried /same-sex partner if you were given refugee status after 9th October 2006; and

· your children under 18 provided they are not married or living independently.

As a refugee, you do not need to show that you can support them financially, and they will be able to claim benefits after arriving in the UK.

How to apply

All applications for visas have to be made directly to the British Embassy or High Commission in the country in which your family live permanently.

They should not be charged an application fee if it is accepted that the application is being made under refugee family reunion rules.
The application has to be made using the VAF4 visa application form.  We can help you complete this (though your spouse/partner must sign it unless it is for a child under 16, when you can sign):
You will need to submit with it:

1. the passport(s) of each applicant;
2. a passport-size photograph of each;
3. a copy of the letter giving you refugee status;

4. birth / marriage / divorce certificates and any other documentary proof showing the relationship between you (e.g. letters, e-mails etc);
5. proof that you receive Jobseekers Allowance or  Income Support; or
6. proof of any other income for the last three months

7. proof of your accommodation, e.g. a tenancy agreement;your bank statements for the last 3 months;
8. proof of any offers employment for you or the applicant;
9. proof of your earnings or income for the last three months
In general documents provided shuld be originals, but copies of some documents, certified by a solicitor or OISC advisor, may be acceptable in certain circumstances.

You will need to show the Embassy documents to show that you are related and if there is any doubt they may conduct DNA tests.

It is possible that your spouse/partner (or other persons looking after the child(ren)) will be interviewed about the application.

In some countries there can be a lengthy delay between making the application and interview.

If you are applying for children, and they will be accompanied on the journey, you will have to give the names of the persons accompanying them, and these persons will need to obtain their own visas if required.
If a visa is granted, this will be stamped in the passport(s).  If your family do not have passports then the visas will be endorsed on a 'declaration of identity' valid for one-way travel to the UK.  The visa will grant leave to enter for a period in line with your own.
On arrival in the UK, you should have the visa checked as in some cases it will be for an incorrect period of leave or might be mistakenly endorsed with a condition of not claiming public funds.  In all events it may be helpful to write to the Home Office to ask for a status letter confirming their recognition as refugees.

