
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

Additional Humanitarian Assistance for Returnees to Zimbabwe  

To help meet the challenges resulting from the socio-economic situation in Zimbabwe IOM has been providing 
additional humanitarian assistance to people who wish to return home under IOM's Voluntary Assisted Return 
and Reintegration Programme (VARRP) - since February 2009.  This additional assistance will be available for 
anyone who applies for a voluntary return under the VARRP by 31st December 2009.  

The Reintegration Assistance package is enhanced to include an increase in both the pre-departure relocation 
grant and the in-kind business assistance:  

Relocation grant – increased from £500 to £1000. This is given in sterling, in cash at the UK airport 
before departure. If returnees choose to convert the money into US Dollars there will be time before the 
flight to do so.  

In-kind business set-up grant –increased from a total of £2000 to a total of £3000. Following detailed 
discussions about a chosen reintegration activity with IOM Zimbabwe, £2500-worth of assistance will be 
available initially to obtain supplies and equipment for setting up a small business. After 6 months a 
review will be carried out by IOM and an additional £500-worth of in-kind assistance will be available for 
further investment.    

If the request is made in advance in the UK, IOM Officers can meet returnees at the airport in Harare to assist 
them to travel within Zimbabwe. The IOM office in Zimbabwe will make every effort to offer up-to-date 
information and practical advice on cholera prevention and reintegration activities. By providing two basic 
commodities baskets they will also do their best to help everyone to settle in at home.  

UPDATE: 

29 October 2009: Please note that the Additional Humanitarian Assistance for Returnees to Zimbabwe will 
now offer greater flexibility to returnees who can receive £1000 of their £3000 business set up grant in either 
cash or in-kind payments. 
  

For more information call IOM free on: 
 

0800 783 2332 
 

London & South East: 21 Westminster Palace Gardens, Artillery Row, London SW1P 1RR Tel: 020 7233 0001  
Scotland: 38 Queen Street, Glasgow G1 3DX Tel: 0141 548 8116 

Wales & South West: Park House Business Centre, 10 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5HX Tel: 0117 907 4777 
North West: Regus Reception – 5th Floor, Horton House, Exchange Flags, Liverpool L2 3PF Tel: 0151 244 5641 

Piccadilly House, 49 Piccadilly, Manchester M1 2AP Tel: 0161 212 1463 
North East: Citibase, Aspect Court, 47 Park Square East, Leeds LS1 2NL Tel: 0113 346 6010 

Midlands: eOffice, Ground Floor, Norfolk House, Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham B5 4LJ Tel: 0121 633 5074 
 

iomuk@iom.int – www.iomuk.org 


