I write to confirm my advice to you about your application for British nationality

You have applied for British Nationality on the basis of three years residence in the UK and marriage to a British Citizen.  

In order to qualify on this basis you have to show:

1. that you are over 18 and married to a British Citizen;

2. that you have spent the last three years before your application lawfully resident in the UK. Lawful periods may include any time from the date a succesful application is made;

3. that you have not spent more than 90 days outside the UK in the last 12-months before your application;

4. that you did not have more than 270 days outside the UK in the last 3 years before the date of your application (though longer periods can be considered in certain circumstances).  ;

5. that you were in the UK on the day 3 years before your application was made.  You must also intend to live in the UK;

6. that you are of sound mind and good character.  You must disclose any unspent criminal convictions and pending police investigations.  Other factors, such as non-payment of tax, and problems with the security services or HM Customs can count towards your character;

7. You must be able to communicate in English and have sufficient knowledge of life in the UK.  This is shown by passing the ‘Life in the UK’ exam or ESOL with citizenship course.  If you are over 65 or have a mental or physical disability that would prevent your from learning, then you can ask to be made an exception.

I believe that you qualify under all these rules and should be successful in your application.

The application was made on form AN and a copy of your passport, [wife’s passport], Life in the UK test pass result  and other documents were submitted in support.  The fee is £655 (£735 if you apply jointly with a spouse) and you pay this with the application.  Only £80 is refunded if you are unsuccesful.
When the application is granted you will be required to attend a ceremony at your local town hall to collect your certificate of naturalisation.

You will then be able to vote in elections, apply for a British passport, and will have the right to reside in the UK regardless of how long you are absent.

Applications are currently taking nearly 3 months. There is no need for us to chase the Home Office in the meantime.  They will acknowledge the application and I will chase them if they do not.  I shall contact you again when I hear from them.

