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	For refugees and asylum seekers the club offers English practice and some basic English teaching together with quite a lot of orientation and cultural input plus fun, welcome and friendship. 

For volunteers it provides opportunity to get to know people from around the world, to develop understanding and empathy with refugee issues, and to make a positive contribution. It is perhaps due to the initiating group’s emphasis on friendship that the conversation club has developed the way it has. 
Activities: The branches of our tree are spreading into the whole of the Sheffield community. The Peak Park have funded and joined us for walks into the Peak District. Local schools invite our members to talk to their students. We encourage the many skills of our members by producing newsletters, film discussions, forming links with other community groups. We broaden horizons by organising cultural outings to museums, films, other cities, archaeology sites, exhibitions, …… the list is determined by the energy of our members – both volunteers and English learners. 
The tree poster was created by our members during art sessions at the Friday meeting.
“Welcome to Conversation Club. We are a tree with many branches. We are strong because we agree to respect each other’s confidentiality and personal privacy with courtesy for the well being of the whole tree.”


Comments from some of our Volunteers

Ralph Hancock: “When I tell people about the Conversation Club, they say ‘What a brilliant idea’.  The idea became reality and is successful because, I believe, the Club operates like a close family. The warm welcome, the practical help with English, the opportunity to make friends and share experience and the cultural exchange give the Club a ‘buzz’, which keeps members and volunteers coming back.”

David Jardine: “It is that you who come from other countries, and have often experienced hard and harrowing times, who have much to give us whose home is here. We value your contribution to our understanding both of the culture of your homeland, and of the hardships you have faced in the past and still face now. We can be too 'insular', an island people. You are helping us to be citizens of the world.”
Comments from some of our Members
Mohammed (Afghanistan): “Conversation Club is a good place for English people to improve their English. It is also a good place for overseas people to make English friends. I had a fantastic chance here, in this club, to build a great confidence and not only improve my spoken English but my written English and make a lot of English and non-English friends.”
Samuel (Zimbabwe): “To me the conversation club is a family, not just a family but a big loving and caring family. Every time we meet I find grace in them. They give me confidence, hope, encouragement and make things possible. I hope we will keep on growing. Thank you.”
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	Wednesday   2-4pm

Drop-In Centre

for Asylum Seekers and Refugees

The ‘Asylum Team’ supports asylum seekers in Sheffield and organises this venue as a drop-in offering specialist advice and support. There are usually representatives from:

· The Asylum Team

· Northern Refugee Centre

· The Red Cross

· Education

· Job Agencies

· Voluntary Services

· Conversation Club

The Conversation Club is always there. You can drop-in at any time during the open hours and join us for conversation, refreshments and games.


	Friday  1-4pm

Conversation Club
An informal meeting in a pleasant room with small tables and kitchen facilities.
Drop in at any time during the open hours for conversation, refreshment and games (word, board). Informal ESOL teaching may take place. We sometimes have an art desk. Other activities may be arranged, eg special talks.
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Telephone:   07985  916 683
Victoria Hall


Chapel Walk


(Upstairs)





Every Wednesday


 2:00pm  -  4:00pm


Everyone welcome
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St Matthews House  


Carver Street


(Ground Floor


Back Room)





Every  Friday


 1:00pm - 4:00pm


Everyone welcome
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	The Conversation Club 

gratefully acknowledges

the support of:
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